Use of hepatocyte cultures for the study of hepatotoxic compounds.
Human and animal hepatocytes in primary culture are widely used in pharmacotoxicological research. They represent a unique in vitro model since they retain both phase I and phase II enzyme activities as well as their inducibility by xenobiotics. Hepatocyte cultures are used for drug screening, identification of the lesions induced by toxic compounds and determination of mechanisms by which xenobiotics exert liver injury.